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HANOVER & EGYPT

TO THE EMPEROR OF RUSSIA

PARIS, February 27, 1801.

. . . THE Marquis de Lucchesini has communicated to
tne a note from the King of Prussia, from which it appears
that this prince has at last done what was expected of him
by Your Majesty and all Europe in closing the Elbe and
Weser to English shipping. Would not your Majesty
think it well, whilst occupying Hanover until the conclusion
of a general peace, to send M. de Sprengporten's troops
there? They might be joined by a French division; in which
case I would undertake to supply them with whatever
military equipment they might need.

If your Majesty sees to it that the English carry on no
trade with the northern powers, and if M. de Sprengporten's
troops move into Hanover, and guarantee the closing of
the Elbe and Weser, whilst the army of reconnaissance that
I have despatched to Bordeaux compels Portugal to shut
her ports against England, and if those of Naples and Sicily
are similarly closed, then the English will be completely cut
off from Europe. . . .

The English are attempting to land in Egypt. It is to the
interests of all the Mediterranean powers, as well as of the
power which controls the Black Sea, that Egypt should
remain in French hands. The course of the Suez canal,
which would join the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean,
has already been laid out. The work would be easy, and
would not take long; and it might result in incalculable
benefits to Russian commerce. If your Majesty is still of the
opinion, so often expressed before, that part of your
northern trade should travel by way of the south, you
could associate yourself with this great enterprise, which
will so deeply affect the future situation in Europe, by
intervening at the Porte in the affairs of Egypt.

Your Majesty will see that in the peace treaty concluded
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